
Transportation

We all know that traffic is terrible in our region. Everyone spends too much time trying to 
get to work, to school, and to run errands. We need strategic investments in our 
transportation system to alleviate traffic congestion and to provide safe, reliable 
transportation options.

Public Transportation

A healthy Metrorail system is essential for the region’s vitality, to better serve today’s 
riders and provide reliable service to bring back lost riders. I’ve commuted to work on 
Metro for the past ten years. I understand people’s frustrations with poor reliability and 
overcrowding, but Metro can be fixed. A major barrier has been a lack of permanent 
funding for WMATA, but Maryland is now on the cusp of having a dedicated annual 
funding source. With this funding, WMATA will be better positioned to deploy eight-car 
service on the Red Line—the least expensive, most efficient way to move more people 
from Maryland to DC—and to complete repairs, which cause frequent service 
disruptions.

Maryland should also help Montgomery County fund a bus rapid transit system that will 
provide high-speed reliable connections to the Metro and existing bus routes, thereby 
providing more attractive transit connections and easing congestion from key corridors. 
In District 17, bus rapid transit routes are proposed for Route 355 and Veirs Mill Road.

Additionally, Maryland should support expansion of MARC service as another valuable 
way to serve the state’s commuter transportation needs. MARC train service should be 
more frequent and have additional off-peak options in order to further increase ridership.

Walking and Biking

We need to make our streets safer for pedestrians and bicyclists. People must be safe 
and also feel safe to choose to get out of their cars. That’s why I’m pushing for the 
statewide adoption of Vision Zero, which aims for zero deaths or serious injuries on our 
roadways. Vision Zero has been successful in other states and countries in decreasing 
deaths and serious injuries on roadways and in increasing people’s comfort with using 
alternate modes of transportation, such as bicycling and walking. Vision Zero calls for 



better street design, better education for both drivers and pedestrians, and reducing 
conflicts between fast moving cars and vulnerable road users including pedestrians and 
bicycles.

Even though the state adheres to a “complete streets” policy, the results are less than 
stellar. For instance, on Shady Grove Road the state installed a bike lane immediately 
next to traffic going in excess of 45 miles per hour. With no buffer from the vehicles, 
very few bicyclists feel safe using this bike infrastructure. SHA should be pursuing 
separated bike paths or cycletracks along high speed roads. This is the only way to 
draw more bicycle users.

As an avid bicyclist, I’ve ridden all 65 miles of Rockville’s bike infrastructure and I was 
proud to push for Rockville’s new bikeways master plan, which will more than double 
the lane miles of bike infrastructure.

No to Road Widening and Sprawl

Governor Hogan’s plan to widen the Beltway, I-270, and other highways would create 
many problems, without providing lasting relief to the congestion that chokes our region. 
Studies and decades of real world experience have shown that road widening induces 
more traffic and does not provide a durable solution to congestion. Moreover, there are 
many residential and business properties in Rockville and Gaithersburg that are located 
very close to I-270. Widening the highway would likely require government taking of 
properties, which would be disruptive to communities and very expensive.

Three Revolutions in Mobility

The last few years have seen the beginning of three revolutions in automotive 
technology, as electric vehicles, self-driving technology, and ride hailing companies like 
Uber and Lyft offer new disruptive transportation options. The next decade promises to 
bring more rapid change, as these technologies mature and interact. But whether these 
changes help solve our problems, or exacerbate existing problems and create new 
ones, will depend on how we implement them. With smart policy guidance, this new 
mobility revolution can save lives, reduce pollution and congestion, and provide more 
people access to high-quality transit. That’s a future that works for Maryland.

About Julie

A scientist by training, Julie brings an analytical, facts-based approach to policymaking. 
In 2016, Julie was recognized as a Leading Woman by the Annapolis Daily Record for 
her community involvement and professional accomplishments, including on the 
Rockville City Council. Julie is endorsed by the Maryland Sierra Club.

Authorized by Friends of Julie Palakovich Carr 
Emily Chesterton, Treasurer 

www.juliepalakovichcarr.com


